College of Charleston
HONORS COLLEGE
Exploring Mind, Self and Society

If we were to paint a picture of a CofC Honors student,
they might look a lot like you – bright, highly motivated, intellectually
curious, and eager for new challenges and experiences.
Approximately 250 freshmen enroll
in the Honors College every fall.
They come to college with strong academic
records, sophisticated writing skills and
demonstrated leadership experiences.
Honors College students usually graduate
in the top ten percent of their high school
class. They have mostly “As” on their
high school transcript in the most
challenging courses, and score in the
1310-1420 fifty percent midrange for
the SAT, or in the 29-32 fifty percent
midrange for the ACT.
If you want to have an edge when you
apply to graduate and professional schools,

for a nationally competitive award or your
dream job, and if you plan to go above
and beyond expectations for a traditional
college experience, then we encourage you
to explore the Honors College – regardless
of your profile.
CofC Honors students participate in
curricular, co-curricular and extra-curricular
programming focused on mind, self and
society. We encourage Honors College
students to develop an appreciation
for the complexity of knowledge (mind),
a deepened sense of self within a framework
of empathy and justice (self), and the skills
needed to effect positive change (society).

Honors College advantages:
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• Merit Scholarships. With few exceptions, all Honors College students receive some form
of merit scholarship. In addition to institutional scholarships, there are several named
scholarships available– most of which are part of the Aiken Fellows Society – that can
cover as much as the full cost of attendance. No separate application is required.
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• Honors Courses. On average, one-quarter of the courses you’ll take are honors courses.
These classes are discussion based, typically interdisciplinary in nature and generally
average 17 students. on back
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• Undergraduate research. We will encourage you to get to know your professors early on.
One hundred percent of our graduates have completed an independent research project in
a discipline of their choice with the guidance of a faculty member.
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• Internships. Over 70 percent of our students complete at least one internship program.
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• Graduate or professional school. Close to 90 percent of recent graduates intend to pursue
graduate or professional school within five years of graduation.
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• Mentoring. All students are provided with mentoring opportunities. They are assigned an
Honors College professor to serve as their four-year advisor and mentor. They are also
paired with a peer mentor in the Honors College during their first year, and have the
option of participating in a thematic mentoring cohort that gives them access to
professional development opportunities.
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• Service learning. All students participate in Honors Engaged, a service-learning experience,
in their first year. Through this program, they learn more about the Charleston community
and how to engage with critical social issues facing the city.
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1. Indicate on the College of Charleston online application that you would like to apply to the
Honors College or contact us for next steps if you have already submitted your application and
did not specify an interest in the Honors College.
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3. Send your Honors essay, résumé and contact information for your teacher recommendation
to HCapplicants@cofc.edu, if you did not include them with your online application.
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December 1 deadline: Submit your application and supplemental items in order to be
given priority consideration for admission to the Honors College and for Honors College
named merit scholarships.
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A tradition of academic excellence, a culture of collaboration, a vision of global impact
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